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FROM 
IL K EVO EK 
SURGEON and CHYMIST, of PARIS, 
T 0 FAS 
r. JoxATHAX Warupy 
gt pet's of LOND O NF * 
In anſwer to his Pamphlet, intitled, KEEL a 


Practical Obſervations on the Venereal Diſcaſe, &c. 


I N 


Which he has introduced and eſpouſed certain Ani. 
madverſions of an anonymous Writer on the cele- 
brated Medicine called KEYSER's Pirrs. 


| To which is added, 
A LETTER from the Learned Profeſſor LE CAT, of 


Rouen, with an Account of a remarkable Cure that 
Gentleman performed with this Medicine. 


IT 


Hic non agitur de verbis, ſed de rebus. 
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Printed for W. NICOLL, at the Per: Mill, in 
St. Paul's Church-Tard. 1765. | 
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SIR, 


NI avocations as a ſurgeon admitting me 
M very little leiſure to read almoſt any of the 
numerous productions with which the preſſes are 
daily teeming, it is no wonder that an anonymous 
pamphlet, intitled, Parallele des differentes Methodes 
de traiter la Maladie Venerienne, eſcaped my no- 


tice, although on a ſubject in which I have profeſ- 


ſedly engaged myſelf; and this hide-and-ſeek au- 
thor would in all probability have long triumphed 
_ unanſwered in the attack he has made upon a me- 
dicine which, from its utility, has acquired the 
ſanction and recommendation of ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable profeſſors of the noble and beneficial 


ſciences of phyſic and ſurgery, had I not been in- 
formed by my correſpondent in London, that Mr. 


MWathen, a gentleman of ſome note in his profeſſion 
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of ſurgeon, had openly adopted the ſentiments of 
this anonymous writer, and, unprovoked by me, 
who have not the honour of knowing him but 
by name, fallen moſt cruelly upon my medicine, and 
declared it wholly unfit for anſwering any of the 
Purpoſes in the Venereal Diſeaſe, which are ſer 
forth'in what he 1s pleaſed to call the plauſible 
Narrative ſo often publiſhed. 


A little candour, Mr. Wathen, nay I will take 
upon me to ſay, a little recollection only, would 
have ſufficed to ſpare us both ſome trouble; you, 
that of hearing truths that cannot be agreeable to 
you; and me, that of being obliged, in defence of 
an injured reputation, and of the real virtues of that 
medicine, which has ſo happily relieved numbers 
of our fellow creatures in the moſt deplorable caſes, 
to make thoſe truths public. | 

It was matter of ſome ſurpriſe to me, on peruſing 
your pamphlet, Sir, which was ſent me over by my 
correſpondent, and is intitled, Practical Obſervations 
concerning the Cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe by Mercury, 
&c. to fiud that you, who had thought fit to lay a- 
ſide the lancet, and take up the pen, in order to 
give the world ſatisfactory ideas of the properties of 
medicines, and their edi agendi in the human 
body, ſhould not have judged it more worthy of 
your time and labour to have given us an account 
of the operations of ſome of thoſe many univerſally 
received ſpecifics, whoſe manner of acting has ſo 
long puzzled the moſt eminent phyſicians to account 


for, 


131 
for, while their effects were ſo well known and ap- 
plauded; ſuch, for inſtance, as the bark in inter- 
mitting fevers, in ſtopping the progreſs of a ſphace- 
Tus, with many others too tedious to enumerate, ra- 
ther than have confined yourſelf to the inveſtigating 
and elucidating the nature of the cure of the vene- 
real diſeaſe by mercury; a thing which is known by 
almoſt every chirurgical Tyro of a twelvemonth's 
| ſanding, who need not be aſked twice to anſwer 
with certainty, that mercury has not nor can have 
any other known manner of operation but by its 
fluidity and permeability. You doubtleſs had your 
reaſons for confining yourſelf to this beaten track, 
rather than run the hazard of being bewildered in 
a chaos of ſuppoſitious explanations, which, upon 
a ſtrict review, might not have been held by adepts 
in medicine as perfectly infallible. But to come 
more home to the ſubject which gave riſe to theſe 
pages : 

Youre pleaſed to ſay, Sir, for you mult allow 
me to look upon you as the aſſertor, who ſtand 
forth the promulgator of the tenets or reflections 
of an anonymous writer, in the Introduction to 

your Obſervations, c. that the writer clearly de- 
« monſtrates, that Keyſer's pills (notwithſtanding 
« the plauſible Narrative ſo often publiſhed) are not 
te ſufficient to cure a confirmed lues. He accounts 
4 (you tell us) for their reputation in France from 
& the intereſted patronage of the great, who have 
60 procured their general uſe in the army and navy; 
B 2 whe 


n 4 et "a * 8 4 — — * = —— 
———TTTTT—TTT—— ——————————————— SERIE. 2 — —_ —-— — 2 — . — —̃ — - 
— . 8 2 — aa, 8 8 2 EA 1 SLE . 8 r WE. : * — : 
x — a INE arg” ac: 24 r es Ge ee Ge a tae * —— 
r — — ——- — mon pon — Refs — rn. wk — Dy . 


wy — * 
. 2 2 Cn OE 
— wy — 


bes Da A re 4 
© F IX Front Ra 2& 
_ rr 
> . — 4d, 1 F > 
— T_T I TIES 


FF 
WIS, e 
yo od j * v 2 a 


. 
14 7 
iN 
2-28 
0 


A + 
Yo lf >, 
g \ of 5 * 


* — CY SER IIS 3 . is — iS, * — 
= 8 2 " * © 2 r r —_— 4 Þ - a” y 12 r og ua 2 2 = 
. q — 7 1 e XL — err 2 - N 88 ann \ Ci —— 7 oe — 2. 
7 ] RS RO OS roo nn ge OE CN ee BST ER, re Bo EE 
E ²˙¹ü. mwN ED “.. et. A a _— 2 7 8 * e 
— E EEG, wen) es, 5 <> — n D* Sa - E be 
r 7 — — SO Sed* — — — . Ort; 13, 4 5 0 TIDE * 9 


2 > "Bo 2 ' 
- dE 
a 5 - kn Lam. 


1 


ce who gave ſanction to thoſe ſurgeons and caſey 
„only, by whom and in which this medicine is 
„ uſed; that all others, however ſuperior in real 
te ſucceſs, are equally diſcredited and neglected; 
« nay even rewards it ſeems are given to thoſe. 
&« who make ule of Keyler's piils;“ and conclude 
with a quotation in Freach from the ſame anony- 
mous writer, which in Engliſh runs thus: * A con- 
c ſiderable volume might be formed of well-au- 
e thenticated obſervations that have been made of 
„ caſes in which Mr. Key ſer's niedicine has Failed 
« of ſucceſs.” 

This paragragh runs off prettily ranks 
but I am ſorry to ſay that it wants that found- 
ation ſo eſſentially neceſſary to every ſuperſtruc- 
ture of this kind, namely, TRUTE. This I muſt 

take upon myſelf to prove. In the firſt place, 
you ſay, ** He (the anonymous writer) demonſtrates 
< that Key ſer's pills are not ſufficient to cure a con- 
& firmed lues.“ By any quotation you have hi- 
therto favoured us with, no ſuch demonſtration ap- 
pears; and J am ſurpriſed, that, in the eagerneſs 
of your purſuit to hunt down my medicine, you 
| ſhould not have reflected that it was neceſſary to 
have given us ſome extracts from this curious pro- 

duction, containing the arguments againſt the me- 
dicine, with an account of caſes in which it has 
failed of ſucceſs, or an analyſis of the medicine it- 
ſelf, all tending to demonſtrate its inefficacy or un- 
fitneſs for the purpoſes for which it is adminiſtered. 


But 


1 


But nothing of all this appears, and the public are 
obliged to ſubmit to the ipſe dixit of an anonymous 
writer, which is very ſeldom regarded by men of 
ſenſe; and Mr. Wathen certainly can do himſelf 
very little credit, by quoting random paſſages of 
ſuch a hp wp againſt a medicine, eſpecially as 
it will be made appear that the writer has acted as 
invidiouſly as unjuſtly on his part. 
But you, with this writer, are pleaſed to account 
for the reputation of theſe pills in France, &c. (for 
it ſeems you allow them to have acquired ſome re- 


putation) © from the intereited patronage of the 
great, &c.“ Is it poſſible, Mr.Wathen, is it poſſible 


that a gentleman, who, like you, muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have ſome acquaintance with the genteel world, 
can ſtoop ſo low as to be the retailer of ſuch illibe- 


ral reflections on men of the firſt rank and charac- 


ter in a learned and polite nation ? Does honour, 
humanity, and truth, reſide no where but in your 
country? Let me aſk Mr. Wathen, does he think 


ſo meanly of the great perſonages immediately a+ 


bout a court, and the preſence of their ſovereign, 
and who many of them, from their military offices, 
have the inſpection of the health and treatment of 
thoſe brave fellows who have ventured their lives in 
the ſervice of their country, that they are to be, by 


any conſideration whatever, biaſſed to give their 


ſanction to the uſe of a medicine, which, inſtead of 


alleviating the diſorders of the wretched ſufferers, 


mall leave them in the ſame or a worſe ftate than it 
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firſt found them in? Do you, Sir, hold the great and 
the eminent in your on profeſſion in ſo contempti- 
ble a light (not to give it a more harſh appellation) 
as even to ſuppoſe, that if yourſelf was to apply to 
them, with all the advantages of the moſt powerful 
intereſt, you could bring them to be advocates for, 
and conſtant adminiſtrators in their own practice 
of a precarious remedy, and thereby hazard their 
own Juſtly-acquired reputation, to anſwer the pri- 
vate and intereſted ends of an empiric ; eſpecially 
when the eaſe and health of numbers of their fel- 
low creatures were ſo nearly concerned in it? Let 
me then tell you, Sir, that the many perſons of the 
firſt conſideration in phyſic and ſurgery, in moſt of 
the capital cities in Europe, who have favoured me 
with very flattering and full certificates, would as 
much diſdain ſuch a conduct, or even the imputa- 
tion of it, and would reje& with the deſerved 
contempt any man ignorant or impudent enough 
to ſolicit their countenance in behalf of any 
method of cure that did not to them carry the con- 
viction of rationality and experience to recom- 
mend it? Then let me acquaint you, if haply you 
know it not, that in the kingdom of France in par- 
ticular no noſtrum can be fold without having pre- 
viouſly undergone the examination of gentlemen 
appointed by the faculty of phyſic. The French 
government, by the excellency of its police, pro- 
tects the lives of its people from being deſtroyed 


by quack medicines. It is true, great encourage- 
| ment 


EP I 


ment is given to the profeſſon of arts and ſciences: 


There is a large field open before them, where each 
may ſhew his abilities to do good, but not to do 


any miſchief, at the ſame time that emulation is 
encouraged, which has for its object the advantage 


and benefit of mankind. Thus, when a man of 
genius has made any new diſcovery in phyſic, or 


improvement in any branch whatever of the uſeful 
arts or ſciences, it is immediately laid before the 
proper judges whoſe province it is to take cogni- 
zance thereof, and examine with the greateſt ex- 
actneſs the merits of the author, whom, if approved, 
they reward accordingly. This has already hap- 
pened in my favour, Sir: my medicine, after the 


ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and a courſe of the moſt accurate 


and impartial experiments, in various Caſes, has 


been deemed by judges, as unhiaſſed as they 


are diſcerning, worthy to be recommended to uni- 
verſa] practice, and is now actually in full and con- 


ſtant, and permit me to ſay, ſucceſsful uſe in the 


hoſpitals and army, for curing the Venereal diſtem- 
per; and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who is no more 


ſuſceptible of impoſitions than other crowned heads, 


has, in conſequence of the united atteſtations of the 
moſt eminent phyſicians and ſurgeons of his court 
and kingdom, been graciouſly pleaſed to honour 
and reward me with a royal penſion of 10, ooo li- 
vres (or about 500 J. Engliſh ſterling) a year. And 
as a ſtill further mark of his royal favour, and of 
the eſteem in which he holds my medicine, after 


having 
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haview purchaſed the ſecret of me for a very bind: 
ſome conſideration, he cauſes the medicine to be 
given to all his poor ſoldiers in the ſeveral hoſpitals 
ax his own expence; but at the ſame time permits 
me to enjoy the benefit ariſing from vending the 
ſame during my life, or of diſpoſing of the ſecret 
| (which 1 have as yet made known only to his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty and the Marſhal Duke of Biron) 
to my own beſt advantage. Theſe teſtimonials, 
in favour of my character, and that of my medi- 
cine, are, I confeſs, too flattering for me to paſs 
over unnoticed. As to the ſuggeſtion, or ra- 
ther confident aſſertion, of the anonymous writer, 
that rewards have been given to perſons for making 
uſe of my pills, it carries with it ſomething ſo very 
abſurd and repugnant to common ſenſe, or a know- 
lege of mankind, that it merits not a reply. 

With regard to the analyſis my medicine under- 
went by Meſſ. Piat and Cadet, apothecaries at 
Paris, which you take notice of in the 13th page 
of your Introduction; this is a circumſtance that 
rather does honour to the remedy than otherwiſe. 
The occaſion of this analyſis being made, was a 
book written by an anonymous writer, charging it 
to be a compoſition of corroſive ſublimate, and 
conſequently injurious in its effects; whereupon 
the Marſhal Duke of Biron, who was and ſtill con- 
tinues to be the avowed patron of this medicine, 
from a knowledge of its compoſition, and a con- 
viction of its utility, 1 in order to convince the pub- 

lie 
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13 


4.93 
lic of the injuſtice of the anonymous writer's 
Charge, ordered this analyſis to be made ; the re- 
ſult of which was, as your Introduction obſerves, 
that my medicines were found to be pure mercury, 
perfectly divided, by means of a vegetable acid, and 
by the help of a certain machine, conſtructed at my 


requeſt, by the ingenious Mr. Vaucanſon. But to 
what does all this tend, but to prove that it is not 


of that corroſive and dangerous nature which the 
anonymous writer would have made the world be- 


lieve ? He himſelf (who proved to be no leſs a per- 
{on than the learned Dr. Aſtruc) did afterwards can- 


didly acknowledge his error, and Lag: his aſ- 
ſertions. 


But pray, Sir, what authority hare ether you or 
the anonymous writer, who ſeems to be your oracle, 
to aſſert ſo boldly, nay even to appeal to your Eng- 
liſh ſurgeons, Meſſ Hawkins and Bromfield “, that, 
after the moſt candid trials, they have both of 
them rejected my pills, as not only inſufficient, but 
very injurious? What the opinion of thoſe gen- 
tlemen concerning the ſolution of ſublimate, which 
isſo artfully racked to the mention of my medicine, 
may be, is no buſineſs of mine. But I muſt tell. 
you, and that, Sir, from undoubred authority, that 


_ thoſe gentlemen are ſo far from regarding my medi- 


cines in the dangerous or contemptible light here 


repreſented, that at this very time a powder 


® See page xiv. of the Introductions» 


. ſimilar 


[ 10 J 
ſimilar to that of which my pills are compoſed, is 
made uſe of in the hoſpital they ſuperintend, 

Many endeavour to prepare mercury after my /up- 
poſed method, by a long and conſtant trituration, ſo 
as to effect a perfect diviſion of its parts. All this 
labour and pains, which I am ſorry to ſay, will fail 
them at laſt, would not ſurely be worth while, unleſs 
they conceived ſome degree of virtue and efficacy 
to reſide in my preparations, which they would 

thus imitate *. 

But now, Sir, I come to that part of your In- 
troduction, where you attack me in your own per- 
ſon. And here I muſt beg leave to retort on you 
your own words, in your 13th obſervation, where, 
ſpeaking of mercury's being the only medicine for 
curing the venereal diſeaſe, you tay, „It is well 
„ known (however diſingenuous it may be) that 
c ſome who have appeared moſt conſpicuous in op- 
i poſition to it, have notwithſtanding had recourſe 
« to it in their private practice, and thus diſcovered 
tc their real ſentiments.” I could wiſh that no part 
of Mr. Wathen's conduct, in reſpect to my remedy 
had fallen under the cenſure of this his own 
very juſt obſervation, and that he had not ſo incon- 
ſiderately joined in the attack on the reputation of 
a brother ſurgeon, by chiming in with the ſenti- 
ments of an anonymous author, who as falſely as 
ignorantly has advanced ſeveral things againſt my 


* The analyſing of a medicine may ſhew what i is not in it, 


but cannot always ſhey its component parts, nor the methods of 
componnaing them. 


me- 
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medicine, which I defy him to prove, or even to 


make good the leaſt of his aſſertions. But to pro- 
ceed : | 

You ſay, in the 13th page of your ne 
„He the author of the Parallele, &c.) aſſerts with 
© , (obſerve that me, Mr. Wathen!) that this 
** medicine (of Mr. Keyſer's) is more flow, uncer- 
<< tain, and dangerous, than any of the common in- 


eternal mercurial preparations, to be met with in 


every diſpenſatory or chemical archive; and 
* produces a multitude of credible witneſſes in 
proof of his aſſertion.” 

To you now, Sir, I appeal againſt yourſelf ; I 
appeal to your own words, your own experience, 
and your own practice, to refute all and every 
ſyllable this anonymous author can poſſibly ſay 
_ againſt the good effects of my medicine. Some 
people, from motives of fſelt-intereſt, will diſ- 
guiſe their real thoughts; but to a man of de- 
licate ſentiments, acquired by a liberal educa- 
tion, this kind of diſſimulation is ſuppoſed to 


appear low and unwarrantable. What then am I 
to think, Sir, who have now lying before me letters 
from my correſpondent in London, a gentleman of 
eſtabliſhed character, aſſuring me, that you, Mr. 


Wathen, have not only made uſe of Keyſer's pills 
in your private practice for ſometime, but have praiſ- 
ed them even to a degree of enthuſiaſm to my cor- 
reſpondent? nay, that you was ſo very fond of theſe 
pills, that you not long ſince applied to that gentle- 
man to let you ſubſcribe three or five hundred pounds 
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in enter to become a joint purchaſer ol the ſecret of 
that medicine, provided Mr. Keyler would ſell it to 
four or ſix purchaſers, who ſhoujd become propri - 
etors of it in England; that you have told that 
perſon over and over, that they more than anſwered 
your moſt ſanguine expectations: you was even 
pleaſed to give ſome inſtances of their ſucceſs, 
particularly in a lady of a nervous and weakly con- 
ſtitution, whom her huſband had injured; and 
that you had been extremely embarraſſed in your 
endeavours to remove her complaints, as you ſaid 
that all other preparations of mercury, however 
ſoftened by all the art you could make ule of, or 
guarded by the moſt cautious adminiſtration, 
proved rather hurtful, and productive of bad con- 
fequences, to the patient, than any way contribu- 
ted to her relief. It is true, indeed, you never let 
this or any other patient in her way know that 
they were Keyſer's pills you gave them, for reaſons 
very obvious. 
And here, Sir, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
you have been a little wanting in that candour and 
ingenuity which we naturally look for in perſons 
who, by their education or profeſſion, are raiſed a- 
bove the prejudices or meanneſſes of the vulgar. 
The facts I have mentioned happened about two 
years ſince; therefore, had you, in the courſe of any 
ſubſequent trials, found my medicine fall ſhort of 
the efficacy you was at firſt inclined to believe it 
poſſe ſſed, would it not have been more ſatis factory to 
the Fülle more agreeable to the character of the 
| Turgron 
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ſurgeon, the gentleman, and the humaniſt, to have 
offered a candid and clear refutation of the ſuppo- 
. fed virtues aſcribed to theſe pills? to have given 
ſome few caſes, judiciouſly and impartially ſelected 


for the view of the public, where they have failed 


under your hands of late, and from thence have 
deduced your reaſons for now endeavouring to ex- 
plode their uſe, and ſtigmatizing them with the 
character of being a more ſlew, uncertain, and dan- 
gerous medicine, &c.? for I am afraid the former 


warm expreſſions of your's in their favour will he 
thought by the unprejudiced part of the public to 


agree very ill with your preſent aſſertions. 
But be that as it may, I have not leiſure to 
maintain a paper-war with you, and was compelled 
to appear in print this.time, to vindicate my own 
character as a ſurgeon in that of the medicine I 
have invented, and whole uſe I recommend ; and 
therefore I ſhall cut ſhort the diſpute, and content 
myſelf with having ths exhibited the true ſtate of 
the treatment I have received, leaving to the im- 
partial public to judge between us. 


But before I entirely cake my leave of you, I 
ſnall endeavour, Sir, to ſhew the great difference 


between your (newly dopted) Opinion of my me- 


dicine, and that of others in the faculty. Theſe 


are not ordinary evidences which I am about to 


produce, but gentlemen of reputation in the pro- | 


feſſion, whole judgments are to be depended upon, 
and, I doubt not, will do honour to any cauſe, were 
they to give a preference either to my medicine, or 


the 


1 * 
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the other mercurial preparations commonly made 


_ uſe of in the cure of venereal diſorders. Let the 
facts give evidence for themſelves. 


Mr. Guerin, a celebrated ſurgeon in Paris, 


whoſe name is held in deſerved eſteem by every 
- gentleman of the profeſſion, has, with diſtinguiſhed 
candour, given the following faithful narrative of 
the effects which he has ſeen produced by this re- 
medy, in the courſe of his own practice, for the 
| ſpace of three years, in the hoſpital which was 


founded by the Marſhal Duke of Biron for diſpen- 


fing it to the French guards. 


I. The remedy (ſays he) 1 is good, and free from 


all manner of inconvenience. Already (in the 
ſpace of two years) 500 ſoldiers have been ſucceſ- 
fively cured in the above- mentioned hoſpital, and 
I can aver of moſt grievous diſorders, that for the 
moſt part had been miſled by the beſt-approved uſu- 


al methods, and in which mercurial frictions have 


Feen ineffectual. 
II. I have had the management of this reme- 
dy myſelf, and have effected * it cures that aſto· 
niſhed me. 


III. «I preſcribed it conſtantly, and have not 


as yet met with any accident to make me doubt, 
not only of its efficacy, but even of its ſuperiority 
over all the antivenereal remedies hitherto known. 


J am ſenſible that no medicine ever has been and con- 


tinues to be ſo furiouſly attacked as this by all the 


ſuggeſtions of * and envy; but the candid 
: and 


' Err peer 
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and rational practitioner will by a very few trials 
be convinced that ſelf-intereſt has been the cauſe 
of all this oppoſition. 
IV. «I find that this remedy demands ſcarce 
any preparations, not even baths, except in ſuch 
caſes where you may judge them neceſſary; no 
other regimen need be preſcribed to the fick, but 
to avoid being guilty of exceſs. A patient may be 


cured by this remedy without any perſon about 


him, ſervant or others, harbouring the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion. 


(Signed) GUERIN.” | 


The above is an abſtract from a letter wrote by 
this gentleman to a ſurgeon of ſome eminence in 
London. To this certificate, among many others, 
of the virtues of my medicine, I ſhall ſubjoin two 
very extraordinary Caſes, certified by Meſſ. de la 
Faye and Morand, men of the moſt eſtabliſhed 
reputation and character in their profeſſion. 

« The firſt is that of Mr. Du Bois “, principal 
& ſervant to Monſieur Le Maitre, Treaſurer Ge- 
“ neral of Artillery. His caſe was as foliows : All 
e the upper part of the coronal- bone q was exoſto- 


_ *® See a Narrative of the effects of a medicine diſcovered by 
Mr, Keyſer, for the cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe, &c. publiſhed 
in London by James Cowper, M. D. printed for Mr. Nicoll in 
St. Paul's Church Yard, and to be had of all the Bookſellers in 
Great Britain, Price 1s. 


+ Coronal ww: is the upper part of the Kull. * 
ca 
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« ſed ; all the articulations + of his ſhoulders, 
* arms, and hands, were anchiloſedt; the Joint 
« of the wriſt, with the bone of the arm, were ſur- 
&* rounded with a tumour of a moſt enormous ſize, 
e and ſo pernicious in its effect, as to diſtort the 
ec ꝓriſt upwards i in ſuch a manner, that his fingers 
« laid upon the fore. part of his arm: All the fingers 
& of this hand were exoſtoſed and contracted; the 
& whole arm was emaciated, and looked withered. 
„The tibia, or ſhin-bone, was likewiſe exoſtoſed 
in its whole length: two deep and malignant 
* ulcers preyed upon the left leg, the bone of 
ce which was carious, or rotten : the ſuperior part 
< of the right ſhin-bone was exoſtoſed; the molt 
& ſevere and acute pains, all over his body; were felt 
e night and day without ceaſing; a hectic fever, ac- 
e compained with a cough and ſpitting of purulent 
& corrupted matter; no ſleep, and a continual loath- 
4c ing of all food: his body became emaciated to 
e the greateſt degree, and reduced to the laſt ſtate 
« of weakneſs. 
0 Mefl. de la Faye and Morand, whoſe patient 
& he was for two years, declared that they had 
« uſed their utmoſt endeavours to cure the ſaid 


® Exoftoſed, 6onifies a ſwelling or protuberance of a kane, 
- and ſometimes out of its natural place, and often produces a 
mortification if not prevented in time. 


Þ+ Articulations, ſignify the joints of the body, 

+ Auchilaſed, ſignifies a contraction, ſtiffneſs, and Immovenble* | 
neſs of the joints. 

« patient, 


99 


oF 

« an eminent phyſician of the faculty of Paris, had 
de alſo attended him. Theſe three gentlemen de- 
« clared and certified, That Mr. Keyſer's medicine 
ee had performed a moſt aſtoniſhing cure on his 
« patient, to whom he adminiſtered this admirable 


« remedy on the 1ſt of March 1760, and accom- 
& pliſhed the cure in four months; which was at- 


ee patient, but could not ſucceed. Dr. de la Motte, 


c teſted by Dr. de la Motte, Meſſ. de la F aye and 
„ Morand, celebrated ſurgeons at Paris, in the 


“ month of Auguſt 1761; at which time he ſtill 
e continued to enjoy a moſt perfect ſtate of health, 


4 without having the leaſt return of any of his for- 


&« mer frightful ſymptoms.” - 


The ſecond caſe is deſcribed and the cure atteſt- 
ed by the famous Profeſſor Le Cat, the firſt anato- 
miſt, and one of the moſt eminent ſurgeons in 
Europe. I ſhall give it in his own words, as they 
ſtand in a letter he was very lately * ſo obliging to 


write me on the ſubject of my medicine. 


LETTER from Mr. LE Cat; Doctor of Phyſic, 
and Chief Surgeon of the Hotel Dieu of Rouen, 
Profeſſor and Demonſtrator Royal of Anatomy 
and Surgery ; of the Royal Academies of Paris, 

London, Madrid, and Lyons, and of that of 


S 4 This i is the ſecond letter from the learned Profeſſor Le Cat 


to Mr. Keyſer. His firſt letter, of a very extraordinary caſe, 


was publiſhed three years fince; we may concluds from this ſe- 
cond, that Mr. Le Cat has not like Mr. Wathen changed his 
opinion ol my remedy, 


Bologna 3 
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Bologna; of the Imperial Academies of the Cu- 
rious of Nature, and of St. Peterſburg z Perpe- 
tual Secretary of the Academy of Rouen, &c. 


To Mr. KevszR, on occaſion of an extraordinary 
Cure performed by his Pills. 


"EDI R, Rouen, 27th May 1765: 


] need not tell you, that it was in conſequence | 
© of the well-authenticated teſtimonials of two = 
** ſurgeons of the greateſt reputation in Paris, 
« Meſſ. Morand and Guerin, who had themſelves 
ce been eye · witneſſes to the ſucceſs of your medicine 
ce in the hoſpital founded by the Marſhal Duke de 
e Biron, that I determined to make a trial of it 
e for the ſpace of two years, at the end of which 
„ time, being convinced by my own repeated expe- 
& rience of its efficacy, I publickly adopted its uſe 
<« in my practice. A friend of mine, Mr. Signard, 
«© who is now become one of your's, happening to 
e be at my houſe for ſome days, afflicted in a de- 
c plorable manner with a diſorder in which your 
« pills * are of particular uſe, I adviſed him by all 
means to try them at his return to Paris, and at 
ce the ſame time recommended him to adviſe with 
you; the conſequence of which was, that, by your 
great care, and the help of your medicine, he 


The French term is drageer, i. e. medicinal ſugar-plumbs, 


or comfits, 


<« recovered 


19 ] 
& recovered perfectly a health, which every one 
5 that knew him believed irreparably loſt, Mr. 


« Petit, Phyſician to the Duke of Orleans, has, as 
well as myſelf, given you an authentic atteſtation 


of that truly noble cure, as indeed no perſon, 


* who has a regard for truth, can refuſe his teſti- 
* mony to facts, the publication of which has 


„ ſuch evident tendency to the welfare of mankind 


&« in general. For ſome time after the above-men- 
ec tioned inſtance, tho? I have conſtantly perſiſted 


< in the uſe of your pills, Sir, I have not met with 


© any cures worthy of being particularly noticed, 


„till lately I have performed one in the courſe of 


e my practice, which I think extremely well adap- 


ted, not only to recall the good opinion of ſome 


te in favour of your medicine, who really thought 
<< jt not at all ſuperior, if even equal, to the com- 


% mon method of mercurial frictions; but alſo to 


t filence thoſe who, conſulting their own intereſts, 
<« rather than the advantage of their fellow creatures, 


© have decried your pills, merely becauſe the uſe 


« of them conſiderably leſſened their profits; for it 
* is beyond doubt, Sir, that the publication of 


our medicine gave a mortal blow to the pecuniary 
© intereſts of ſurgery ; and I am afraid there are 

«* very few of its profeſſors ſufficiently friends 
to the community to facrifice thoſe without 


« ſome regret, But to proceed to arelation of 
* the caſe : 


| D 2 «Mr, 
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« Mr. Le Ch— C2, Captain in the regiment 
4 of D—, had all the ſymptoms of a confirmed 
<« pox; and the gentlemen of the faculty, in one of 
© our ſea-ports in Normandy, were of opinion that 


© he had nothing left, but to ſubmit to be laid down 


ein a falivation. Accordingly, about the latter 
“ end of June laſt year, after bleeding, purging, 


the uſe of proper baths, and all the neceſlary 


e precautions to inſure ſucceſs uſually premiſed in 
te theſe caſes, the proper frictions were adminiſtered 
« in a pretty ample and frequent manner. Theſe 


« ſcon raiſed a very copious ſalivation, which conti- 


e nued the uſual ſpace of time. At the 11th rubbing 
„all the ſymptoms diſappeared ; at the 16th, (for 

e the patient underwent that number) the diſorder 
ce ſeemed entirely conquered, but the ſpitting ſtill 
continued. Hereupon they gave him repeated 
% purges, and in large doſes, in order to carry off 


the redundant falivation, which at length they 
effected, and the gentleman thought himſelf well 


& enough to go abroad; but, about the beginning 
« of November, he was obliged to take to his 
e houſe again, on the re-appearance of ſome of the 
former ſymptoms, and had already been ſeveral 
e months under the hands of phyſicians and ſur- 
ee geons, and he continued ſo to be, during the 
« whole month of November, on account of the 


return of certain ulcers that occupied the roof of 


« the mouth and the throat. The gentlemen whoat- 


80 tended him, having in vain tried all their ſkill to 


* remove 


cc 


1 ] 


© remove theſe ugly ſymptoms he applied to me at 
% Rouen, in a moſt pitiable condition. I muſt 
confeſs that I could not help being ſtartled at 
the havock theſe ulcers had made on the parts 
affected; the roof of his mouth was all beſpread 
with them, and the integuments of the palate 
and throat were deeply corroded, as was alſo the 
% pharynx. Theſe ulcers were attended with a 

Violent inflammation, that affected the whole 
de euſtachian tube, and from thence communi- 
« cated itſelf to the organs of hearing, occa- 
e ſioning a deafneſs. On the right-ſide of the 
upper jaw, near the noſe, was a hard ſcab, as 
de large as the end of one's finger, under which was 
* an ulcer of the ſame ſize, which had eaten entire- 
« ly thro' the lip. But the moſt afflicting circum- 
« ſtance of all was, that his body was reduced to 
% a mere ſkeleton, which he could, but with the ut- 
* moſt difficulty, drag about. In this ſituation, tho? I 
0 heartily wiſhed, Sir, by means of your medicine, 
“to reſtore to life and health a brave ſervant of 


Cc 
cc 
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« his Majeſty thus cruelly afflicted; yet, on the 
e other hand, I thought the cure ſo hazardous, not 
to ſay even raſh, that I adviſed him to go to 


« Paris for aſſiſtance; but he would not hear men- 


« tion of it. Indeed, I believe, he thought he had 


ee not ſtrength enough to ſupport the length of the 


journey, without being carried in a very eaſy 


e conveyance. But, independent of that circum- 
Us bine, he aſſured me, that he had ſuch a confi- 


« * dence 
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ce dence in me, that he was abſolutely reſolved to 


continue at Rouen, and ſubmit entirely to any 


method I ſhould think proper to try with him, 
% Unfortunately for us both, he had imbibed a 


* ſtrong prepoſſeſſion againſt your pills, and he had _ 


4e fti}l greater reaſon to be averſe to the ordinary 
< method by ſalivation, of which he had ſuffered 
<« all the horrors, without reaping the leaſt advan- 
< tage from it. For my own part, I had many 


years ago experienced, on ſundry occaſions, the 
"oy precarious ſucceſs of the extinctive method, 


< as it is called, ſo much in uſe formerly at Mont- 


< pellier. Your method then, Sir, appeared to 


me the only one I could with any degree of 
« certainty make uſe of with my patient, in the 


© miſerable ſtate in which he then was; and this ve- 


« ry opinion of its certainty and ſafeneſs made me 
& determine, notwithſtanding his repugnance, to 
c put him upon the pills immediately, and that, 


without either bleeding, purging, or the uſe of 


„ baths premiſed. Accordingly I began, by giving 


4 him one pill every morning and night, on the 


c 21(t of December 1764, and increaſed the doſe 
« very gradually, and at conſiderable intervals. He 
ce could get but very little ſleep; at the end of a- 


bout a fortnight the deafneſs, which I have al- 
* ready taken notice of, went off; this firſt good 


<< effet began to give me ſome glimmering of 


hope. About the 28th day of the cure, the pa- 


late reed "_ quite thro”; ; the 36th day 
WE | m/ 
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te my patient began to ſleep tolerably well, a re- 
et covered his appetite. Two days after I found a 
s ſeperation of a conſiderable portion of the middle 
s and anterior part of the bone of the palate. At this 

time he took only ten pills a day. This con- 
4 firmed me if poſſible, more than ever in my good 
* opinion of your medicine. In a month after the 
% cornet * on the left ſide of the noſe came away 
«entirely, He then took thirteen pills a-day, and 
© no more, for I did not dare to increaſe the doſe far- 
te ther on accunt of his weakneſs, During this time 
the ulcers of the integuments of the palate, and 
ic thoſe in the bottom of the throat, continued ſhift- 
te ing their appearances, in ſuch a manner as gave 
me great uneaſineſs, for as faſt as they healed up 
& on one ſide, they broke out on the other, In ſome 
of the intervals of theſe changes, the uvula and the 
* whole pharynx were ſo corroded with ulcers, that 
e the lower part of theſe organs ſeemed to hang ta 
e the upper only by {lender threads +, as it were, 
e infomuch that I was every day under apprehen- 
« ſions of a total ſeparation, Happily indeed theſe 


Cornet is the French name for one of the ſpungeous laminz, 


'or thin bones of the noſe, ſo called wy them from its crooked or 
horn-like figure. 


'+ Theſe ſlender red threads, were only blood veſſels, which 
are known to be leſs liable to putrifaction than muſcles, or even 
bones, as there has been inſtances where the muſcles were entirly 
conſumed, and the bones carious, yet the blood veſſels remained 


entire. This ſeems to confirm the doctrine of ſome anatomiſts, 
with reſpect to the coats of arteries, 


<« threads 
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ut threads appeared of a bright red colour, which 1 
4 looked upon as a favourable progaoſtic. By | 
44 this time three months were elapſed, his appetite 
4e however was now very good; he ſlept well, his 


4 countenance became healthy and Promiſing, and 


ic his ſtrength conſiderably repaired, hence plainly 
&« ſaw that nothing was wanting to 'crown our en- 
&« deavours with ſucceſs, but to give the medicine 
&« jn ſtronger doſes, which I now determined to do; 


4 and by War time I had increaſed the number of 


£ his pills to twenty eight, and afterwards to thirty 
6 a-day, the ulcer began to heal with amazing 
40 promptitude, and the cure was attended with no 
& accident worthy of remark, either inthe head, the 


d mouth, or the bowels; while the ulcers: were heal» 


« ing, a very ſtrong tucking-in cicatrix was form- 
c ed the whole length of the middle of the baſe 


44 of the uvula, which perſuaded me that the palate- 
bone, which ſupported it, had been ſeparated 


« or exfoliated, and had come away without my 
< perceiving it. In a word, after having taken the 
c increaſed doſe of thirty of your pills a. day for a 
« week, this great cure was accompliſhed, after my 
« patient had been four months and a ban Cher 
© the courſe of the remedy. 
This, Sir, is the ſubſtance of the obſervations 
« ] thought" neceſſary to communicate to vou. as a 
« juſtice 1 think myſelf indiſpenſably obliged to 
„render to your wecha 050 cure. You have fol 
12 ce fy 
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46 full; permiſſion to. bak! it Able for Peg me; 
| * ho conſideration in life whatſoever ſhall hinder 
ic me from paying the tribute due to truth, eſpe- 
« cially when it ſo nearly concerns the welfare of 


% my fellow creatures; a way of thinkinggand act- 


ing which I flatter myſelf will meet with the ap- 


60 probation of HE perſon of 8 and under- 
«. ſtanding. 


iT am, &c, 


(Signed) 12 Car.” 


8 I certify that the above letter, of which this is 
« a-copy, was written by me; and furthermore, 
*« that, during ſeveral years that I have now con- 
« ſtantly made uſe of Mr. Keyſer's pills, I become 
« daily more and more convinced, that they far 
© excel every other medicine for obtaining a per- 
66 tect and radical cure of the venereal diſeaſe. 


Rouen, J ane 7, 1765. | Ls Car.” 


This laſt caſe, Sir, 1 think may be termed a 
very bad one; and if Mr. Le Cat had thought that 
the common urea) preparations would | 

a 


have-proved more eaſy for his patient to be 


likely to ſucceed better in the event, thete is the 
' greateſt reaſon to believe, from that gentleman's 
known candour and humanity, t chat he would have 
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preferred them to mine; but my chief reaſon for 
inſerting theſe caſes is to demonſtrate to every reader 
how unjuſtly my reputation might have probably 
fallen a ſacrifice to the ungenerous repreſenta- 
tions of an anonymous antagoniſt, had I not been 
thus ſtrengthened by the aſſent and opinion of per- 
ſons who may juſtly be ranked amongſt the brighteſt 
luminaries of their profeſſion. 

Daily experience indeed teaches us that the gene- 
rality of mankind are too ready to receive unfavour- 
able impreſſions on the leaſt plauſibilities: but under 
theſediſadvantages, and the additional one of being 
a foreigner and a ſtranger in your country, as well 
as the interruption of a general correſpondence 
with France, cauſed by the late war, having 
hindered my medicine being hitherto known in 
England, but to a few, moſt of whom did not 
think it their intereſt to encourage the importation 
af a diſcovery,which, however uſeful it would prove 
to the public, might diminiſh their profit in this 
claſs of diſorders; notwithſtanding all theſe diſad- 
vantages, I ſay, yet do J flatter myſelf, that what 
I have aſſerted concerning the ſuperiority of my 
medicine over all other antivenereals, will be well 
received by the generous and unprejudiced part of 
the . a people who are no leſs remarkable 
for their diſcernment, than admired for their can- 


four. 


And 


Paris, Oct. 1, 1765, 1 J. KEYSER. 


2. 
And now, Sir, having, as I think, anſwered 


in every part the invidious ſuggeſtions and ground- 
leſs reflections thrown out againſt my medicine by 


the anonymous writer of the Parallele, &c. whole 


ſentiments you have thought proper to adopt in 


your pamphlet, I ſhall here clole this long letter, \ 
with declaring, that i reſt the merits of my cauſe 


with the candid and diſcerning public, doubring not 


that they will do me that juſtice which appears to 
be my due, In the mean time, I remain, 


8 1 R, 8 


Your humble ſervant, &c. 
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